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Samuel  Nesbit  Maze  came  to  this  country  from  Ireland  .  His  first 
impression  of  Peru  was  not  favorable,  and  he  took  a  trip  south  to  give  it  a 
chance  to  get  better.  After  returning  he  bought  the  two  lots  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  this  block  in  the  yearl841  for  lot  9,  and  December  1839  for  lot  10. 

He  married  Mary  Ann  Longworth  and  lived  in  the  house,  now  512 
Putnam  St.  There  were  born  George,  Edward,  Mary  Jane,  Maria,  and 
Elizabeth.  In  1845  he  bought  the  two  lots  now  occupied  by  1710  Second  St. 
from  Theron  D.  Brewster.  Finally  he  built  1710  and  probably  in  the  summer 
of  1862,  one  hundred  years  ago,  moved  in.  On  the  joists  in  the  attic  is 
written,  "Lizzie  Maze  age  16  in  1862",  and  "My  name  is  Mary  Jane  we  moved 
into  this  house  in  the  year  of  1862". 

The  house  was  fair  sized  and  of  simple  style.  Although  we  are  not 
sure  we  assume  that  the  dining  room  was  in  its  present  location  in  the 
original  house.  There  was  a  parlor  for  Sunday  and  guest  use,  front  and  back 
(family)  sitting  rooms  and  the  dining  room  on  the  first  floor.  Kitchen  in  the 
basement.  Five  bedrooms  upstairs.  "His"  and  "Hers"  toilet  facilities  were 
in  a  stone  shed  out  back  that  also  housed  the  pigs.  There  was  no  city  water 
until  1889  so  there  was  a  well  someplace,  perhaps  in  the  northwest  room  in 
the  basement.  The  basement  stairs  were  under  the  present  front  stairs,  and 
access  to  the  attic  was  through  a  trap  door  in  the  upstairs  front  hall.  The 
floors  were  6"  pine  boars,  the  windows  had  operable  shutters,  and  the  house 
was  heated  by  stoves  in  several  rooms. 

Peru  was  quite  different  then.  An  1858  census  had  turned  up  3652 
people.  The  streets  were  all  dirt.  Water  street  was  the  business  district 
and  had  much  steamboat  traffic  to  look  at.  Water  Street  was  also  the  road 
to  LaSalle.  Second  Street  did  not  go  as  far  west  as  what  is  now  City  Park. 
There  were  far  fewer  houses  around.  Across  the  street  at  17  31  Second  St. 
had  been  the  Congregational  Church,  built  in  1841.  The  present  church 
building  was  begun  in  1852,  so  this  did  not  stay  long.  There  were  hitching 
posts  along  the  streets  and  even  the  Locust  tree  northeast  of  the  house  was 
used  to  hold  horses.  Two  blocks  east  on  the  southeast  corner  was  the 
Chambers  House  hotel,  popular  in  1854.  It  was  finally  razed  in  1895. 

Out  in  back  of  the  house  besides  the  stone  pig  and  privy  building 
was  the  barn,  where  the  personal  as  well  as  the  lumberyard  horses  were 
kept.  There  were  also  at  various  times  other  sheds  for  coal  and  ashes. 
Between  the  stone  shed  and  the  barn  was  a  buggy  shed. 

Mrs.  (Mary  Ann)  Maze  unfortunately  died  August  12th  of  that  first  . 
year,  so  that  she  got  only  a  little  taste  of  this  house. 

Samuel  Nesbit  married  again  two  years  later,  26  September  1864, 
to  Elizabeth  Pilson,  a  niece  of  Mary  Ann's.  In  a  letter  to  a  friend  she 
announces  in  a  very  matter  of  fact  manner  that  she  has  married  Mr.  S.  N. 
Maze  of  Peru,  a  lumber  merchant.  Not  another  word  of  description.  It  must 
have  been  hard  to  have  step-children  as  old  as  herself. 
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Captain  McCormick,  whose  house  one  block  west  had  been  built 
about  1845,  had  a  ferry  across  the  river  about  two  blocks  below  Putnam  St. 

S.  N.  Maze  an  active  man,  built  a  pontoon  bridge  on  8  or  10  pontoons  near 
the  foot  of  Plain  St.  These  were  not  enough,  however,  and  finally  there  was 
a  bridge  building  company  formed,  with  S.  N.  president.  The  bridge  was 
completed  in  1870  and  served  until  1951.  All  this  did  not  make  Capt.  McCormick 
particularly  happy  and  when  greeted  on  the  street  by  S.  N.  one  day  he  responded 
with,  "None  the  better  for  seeing  you,  thank  you". 

Walter  Hamilton  Maze  was  born  in  April  1867.  He  had  one  sister 
Lillie,  who  died  in  1879,  and  a  brother  Morton  who  died  in  infancy. 

S.  N.  Maze  died  in  March  1885,  leaving  a  farm  to  each  of  his  children. 
He  had  also  built  three  houses:  The  Seebach  house  at  1627  Second  St.  ,  the 
Sutherland  house  at  1617  Second  St.  ,  and  the  Waugh  house  at  1622  Second  St. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  similarity  of  the  bannisters  used  to  the  one  at  1710. 
Business  stationery  then  was  changed  to  read,  "Mrs.  S.  N.  Maze,  dealer  in 
lumber  and  millwork".  In  December  of  that  year  she,  Elizabeth,  bought  the 
west  lot,  on  which  the  garage  now  stands. 

In  1893  Walter  was  courting  Fannie  Murray.  But  before  bringing 
her  home  he  had  a  few  changes  made  in  the  house.  He  added  16' x  16'  ,  two 
stories  and  basement,  together  with  plumbing(an  inside  toilet),  heat,  electric  light, 
and  decorations  costing  altogether  about  $3000.  This  brought  the  kitchen  upstairs, 
provided  another  bedroom,  and  a  laundry  as  well.  Apparently  electric  light 
and  city  water  were  added  about  the  same  time,  although  gas  (installed  at  an 
unknown  date)  continued  to  be  used  after  1900  for  lighting. 

Walter  and  Fannie  were  married  21  June  1893  and  took  a  week's 
trip  to  Minneapolis  and  the  Columbian  Exposition  in  Chicago.  The  years  that 
followed  were  busy  years,  interspersed  with  the  births  of  Hamilton  29  April  1894, 
Frances  3  JAugust  1895,  and  James  2  September  1899.  Apparently  Hamilton 
brought  some  sleepkess  nights  with  what  Walter  called  "the  demands  made  by 
this  young  man  for  refreshment  etc."  When  Frances  came  the  "nights  were 
sonorous  with  the  reverberations  calling  for  sustenance  from  two  ljusty  throats". 
James  was  apparently  a  good  baby,  as  he  was  not  commented  on. 

Augusts  16,  1893  there  was  an  unfortunate  accident  when  Jennie 

French,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Maze  attempted  to  carry  out  of  the  house 
the  parlor  curtains  which  had  caught  fire  from  a  lamp.  Her  dress  caught 
fire  and  she  inhaled  a  fatal  amount  of  flame.  A  neighbor  turned  a  hose  on 
her  but  too  late. 

In  1893  Maze  Company  ran  a  lumber  yard  in  Ladd  as  well  as  in  Peru. 

In  1894  they  purchased  a  third  at  Toluca,  but  kept  it  only  a  year.  Also  in  1894 
they  leased  the  Sash  &  Door  factory.  In  1896  it  was  finally  bought.  In  1897  the 
Ladd  yard  was  sold  and  the  manufacture  of  zinc  glazier  points  on  Water  Street 
was  started.  In  1899  began  the  interest  in  Nickeloid  and  a  fierce  competition. 

1908  saw  the  beginning  of  solid  shingle  and  slate  nails.  In  1909  they  ran  a  nail 
exhibit  at  the  Texas  State  Fair  in  Dallas.  Also  in  1909  Walter  fostered  a  parkway 
along  Water  Street  and  with  the  help  of  a  public  subscription  put  up  a  dozen 
concrete  flower  urns,  each  weighing  1500  LBS. 
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In  about  1905  Walter  bought  the  Grandfathers  clock  in  the  front 
hall  from  Linnig  jewelers.  It  had  been  brought  over  from  Germany  in  1832 
by  a  jeweler  named  Scherzer,  a  predecessor  of  the  Linnigs,  and  was  used 
while  in  Linnig' s  store  as  a  time-piece  for  the  Conductors  of  the  Rock  Island 
Railroad.  It  had  been  a  wall  hung  clock  and  Walter  had  a  base  made  for  it. 

Also  in  about  1905  a  furnace  and  hot  water  radiators  were  installed. 
Walter  soon  sent  the  installer  a  cartoon  of  himself  sitting  on  a  radiator  and 
entitled  "Freezing  to  Death".  Stoves,  were  used  in  combination  with  the  furnace 
for  a  time  and  a  larger  furnace  was  installed.  Finally  in  about  1922  Hamilton 
put  in  a  furnace  as  near  as  he  could  come  to  twice  the  recommended  size,  and 
this  unit  still  survives. 

1910,  25  years  after  SN's  death,  was  the  year  of  the  re-modeling, 
starting  in  March.  The  back  porch  was  enclosed  and  provision  made  for  the 
ice  man  to  put  the  ice  in  the  box  without  coming  into  the  house.  The  room 
known  as  the  "office"  and  the  bathroom  above  were  added.  The  two  story 
porch  which  had  been  on  the  south  east  side  of  the  house  had  to  go  and  was 
replaced  by  the  present  covered  porch.  The  reinforced  concrete  porch  was 
added  on  the  east  and  north  and  the  north  canopy  and  entry  way  was  built. 

The  south  west  bedroom  floor  which  had  been  the  same  level  as  the  1893 
addition,  was  raised  to  match  the  front  of  the  house  and  the  new  bathroom. 

For  a  time,  the  dining  room  was  open  to  the  sky  as  everything  was  raised 
and  fcfean-the  attic  stairs  built.  Some  of  the  feelin  g  for  the  front  of  the  house 
style  apparently  came  from  the  Connecticut  Building  at  the  Columbian 
exposition.  In  1910  too,  Walter  attended  a  deep  waterway  convention  in 
St.  Louis.  They  were  trying  for  a  14  floOfr  channel. 

Walter  died  October  23,  1912  having  left  some  footprints  in  the 
sands  of  time. 

The  house  must  have  been  always  sort  of  a  hotel.  Maud  Powell 
slept  here  and,  it  being  a  cold  night,  took  her  violin  to  bed  with  her.  Louise 
Abrams  (Miss  Lou")  stayed  here  when  in  Peru  checking  on  alarm  property. 
Cousin  Tillie  Longworth  spend  a  good  part  of  several  winters  here.  Sam 
Pilson  stayed  a  while  in  the  south  bedroom.  Ella  (a  niece  of  SN)  lived  here 
for  years. 

The  garden  south  of  the  present  garage  had  currants,  cherries, 
cranberries,  pears,  asparagus,  and  grapes.  Hamilton  and  James  experimented 
with  the  wireless  communications  and  had  an  antenna,  four  wires  side  by  side, 
strung  from  the  house  to  the  barn.  The  first  car,  a  Packard,  came  to  the 
family  in  1916.  The  last  horse  used  by  the  lumber  yard  left  about  1924,  so 
the  barn  was  of  no  further  use. 

Hamilton  was  married  in  1927,  the  last  to  leave  home.  Fannie 
and  Elizabeth  lived  on  together.  Toward  the  end  Elizabeth  was  invalided  with 
a  hip  fracture  and  a  toilet  was  added  in  the  office  downstairs.  She  died  in 
June  1940.  The  last  sentence  of  her  will  read:  "Lastly,  it  is  my  earnest 
desire  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  at  all  times  and  in  all  things  in  carrying 
out  my  wishes  as  expressed  in  this  my  last  will  and  testament  and  that  justice 
shall  ever  be  the  rule  and  guide  in  all  my  beneficiaries  undertakings.  " 
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Fannie's  brothers  Will  and  Charlie  came  to  supper  regularly 
once  a  week  and  were  always  sent  home  to  their  bachelorhood  with  baskets 
of  food  to  tide  them  along  until  the  next  time. 

With  children  and  grandchildren  in  town,  Fannie  had  many  family 
visitors  and  as  President  of  American  Nickeloid  Company,  kept  contact  with 
the  business  world.  Her  many  social  contacts  and  church  work  kept  her  well 
occupied.  She  lived  with  a  housekeepfer  until  her  death  in  October,  1944. 

The  house  was  occupied  by  3  different,  unrelated  families  from 
1944  until  1953  when  George  Maze  and  his  wife  Nancy  Chadbourne  moved  in. 
Since  that  time,  interspersed  with  the  coming  of  William  in  1954,  Gregory 
in  1958,  and  Henry  in  1959,  they  have  made  some  changes  to  make  things 
more  convenient.  The  basement  laundry  was  given  up  and  an  automatic 
washer  and  drier  installed  in  the  bedroom  of  the  1893  addition  upstairs. 

The  1893  kitchen  with  its  30"  high  counters  was  replaced  by  a  more  modern 
kitchen  in  what  used  to  be  the  back  sitting  toom.  The  furnace  is  now  stoker 
fixed.  Although  many  of  the  old  combinations  ,  gas/electric  fixtures  remain, 
additional  lights  and  receptacles  have  been  installed  and  switches  re-located. 
The  basement  has  also  been  modernized  in  certain  respects. 


Written  for  Thanksgiving  1962  affter  many  questions 

by  George  Maze 
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Maze  Family  of  Drumleek,  ir  eland 


